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P arc de l³Alba, which includes its business area promoted as BARCELONA SYN-
CHROTRON PARK (hereinafter BSP-Parc de l³Alba) is a 340 ha sector undergoing urban de-
velopment, located between the municipalities of Cerdanyola del Vallès and Sant Cugat del 
Vallès. The purpose of this strategic project for Catalonia is to become a powerful engine for 
scientific, technological and business competitiveness in southern Europe. The land is 
located in an international knowledge hub at the centre of the Barcelona Metropolitan Region, 
in a strategic area that brings together scientific equipment that is a benchmark in Europe (the 
Alba synchrotron that is on BSP lands), a university campus (the Autonomous University of 
Barcelona, a Parc partner), an exceptional concentration of research and development and 
business park infrastructures, and a dense industrial fabric of some 10,000 companies within a 
radius of a few kilometres surrounding the synchrotron. The space is managed by a public 
consortium owned by the Catalan government via the Catalan Land Institute (Institut Català 
del Sòl) and the Cerdanyola del Vallès Town Council. It was established in 2001 to drive for-
ward development in the sector.  

Mixed uses were forecast in the planning of the BSP-Parc de l³Alba, integrating a business 
park (the BSP), a residential land sector and extensive green spaces for the conservation 
of biodiversity (Figure 1). One of the most iconic features is the green corridor, a large area 
of some 140 ha that plays a key role in re-establishing the ecological connectivity between the 
Collserola Natural Park and the Sant LlorenŤ del Munt i l³Obac Natural Park, members of the 
Natura 2000 network. Actions that favour biodiversity also consider other initiatives aimed at 
ecological restoration and soil recycling, at defragmentation of the region and at creating net-
works of green spaces and routes. As a whole it establishes an environment with great land-
scape quality, where people can work while enjoying the benefits of contact with nature.  

With this series of actions, the Parc adds its efforts to that of many organisations around the 
world that are committed to investing in green infrastructure, which the European Commis-
sion defines as a network that integrates a framework of areas and elements with natural val-
ues that are planned and managed as a multifunctional resource, able to offer a broad diver-
sity of benefits both for the conservation of biodiversity and of services that the ecosys-
tems provide to society. The green infrastructure leads to an increase in the resilience of 
ecosystems, contributes to air and water quality, favours adaptation to climate change and 
makes us less vulnerable to natural disasters. However, it also contributes to economic and 
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